


 
 

April 21, 2023 
 
Mr. Brad Wieferich 
Director  
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Murray D. Van Wagoner Building 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Dear Director Wieferich, 
 
I write today in support of the Detroit International Bridge Company’s (DIBC) application regarding certain hazardous material 
routing designations in Wayne County and urge the Michigan Department of Transportation to approve this application. MDOT’s 
own December 2012 study recommends allowing Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials to cross the Ambassador Bridge with 
pilot escort vehicles.  
 
Recently, the Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry announced they would be closing their operation in September 2023. This means Class 
3, or gasoline products, and Class 8, or battery acids, will have to be transported an additional 60 miles on heavily trafficked 
Michigan roads in order to cross into Canada since the Ambassador Bridge is not currently permitted to allow these materials to 
cross. Gasoline products, in particular, that originate at the Marathon refineries in Detroit and Romulus will be on our state streets 
far longer than necessary if we do not fulfill our obligation to route this material safely.  
 
MDOT’s 2012 study summarized that allowing gasoline and battery acids to cross at the Ambassador Bridge creates a net safety 
benefit to Southeastern Michigan because it will reduce the miles driven by hazmat trucks on Michigan roads.  New updates have 
further increased public safety benefits to the community due to complete fire suppression and water retention systems on the 
Ambassador Bridge and the completion of the Gateway Project that allows trucks direct access to enter and exit the bridge from the 
highway and keeps them off neighborhood roads.   
 
On January 13, 2021, Detroit BSEED, Detroit Police and Fire, Homeland Security, and the Detroit Public Health Department issued 
a memorandum (https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-
Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf) stating: 
 
“The applicable departments have carefully reviewed all aspects pertaining to each department’s technical requirements of [the 
Ambassador Bridge’s] request to MDOT to allow for the transport of Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials. The departments 
have met on multiple occasions to discuss all open issues and held meetings with [the Ambassador Bridge] to resolve those matters. 
After careful consideration, we do not object to this request to move forward for MDOT’s approval.” 
 
The facts of this case are indisputable. Allowing these trucks with escort vehicles to cross the Ambassador Bridge, rather than drive 
hundreds of miles out of their way on heavily trafficked Southeast Michigan roads to cross at the Blue Water Bridge, enhances 
public safety.  With that in mind, I urge MDOT to approve the new routing designations.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Tyrone Carter 
State Representative 
1st District 
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May 8, 2023 

Brad Wieferich  Troy Hagon 
Acting Director  Director and STC Adviser 
Michigan Department of Transportation Michigan Department of Transportation 
425 W. Ottawa Street  425 W. Ottawa Street 
P.O. Box 30050  P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 Lansing, MI 48909 

Re:  Imminent closing of the Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry and the Ambassador Bridge request to lift 
certain hazardous material restrictions. 

Dear Messrs. Weiferich and Hagon: 

BASF Corporation is a global manufacturer of chemicals, innovating to build sustainable technologies that 
make automobiles more environmentally friendly, homes more energy efficient, food and clean water readily 
available to a growing population, and more.   

Today, our Windsor, Ontario production site manufactures and distributes approximately 2,000 annual 
truckloads of automotive paint, chiefly to our Wyandotte, Michigan warehouse, in service to the automotive 
industry.  Due to the current restrictions prohibiting these Class 3 Flammable Liquids on the Ambassador 
Bridge, we route them via the Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry, totaling approximately 40 miles for every round-
trip movement. 

Related, with recent news reports about the imminent closure of the ferry, the owner confirms that after failing 
to secure public subsidies, he will cease operations effective September 30, 2023.  We have likewise 
concluded that there does not appear to be an option to get public funding directed to this private 
operation.  With this confirmation of an imminent closure of the ferry and given the current Ambassador 
bridge restriction, BASF will have no alternative but to extend our routing of these hazardous materials north 
to the Blue Water Bridge, adding an additional 300 HAZMAT miles in round trip transit for each of the 2,000 
movements, which may increase the potential for safety or environmental impacts.   

To that end, we are writing in support of the Detroit International Bridge Company’s application to lift the 
restriction on Class 3 Flammable Liquids and would respectfully ask for your office’s speedy review and 
acceptance.  With the restriction lifted, BASF can route materials over the Ambassador Bridge, maintaining 
roughly the same 40-mile round trip incurred with the ferry.  This change would thereby avoid needless 
exposure to the motoring public associated with the longer haul to Port Huron, and help ensure the safest, 
most-sustainable movement of goods.   

We thank you in advance and appreciate your consideration. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nils Lessmann  Apala Mukherjee 
SVP Coatings Solutions North America President 
BASF Corporation BASF Canada Inc. 

http://www.basf.us/
http://www.basf.ca/




May 4, 2023 

 
Mr. Brad Wieferich 
Director  
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Murray D. Van Wagoner Building 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Dear Director Wieferich, 

I write to strongly urge the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to approve the 
Detroit International Bridge Company (DIBC) application regarding certain hazardous material 
routing designations in Wayne County. MDOT’s own December 2012 study recommends 
allowing Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials to cross the Ambassador Bridge with pilot escort 
vehicles.  

Recently, the Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry announced that they would be closing their operation 
in September 2023. This means Class 3, or gasoline products, and Class 8, or battery acids, will 
have to be transported an additional 60 miles on heavily trafficked Michigan roads in order to cross 
into Canada since the Ambassador Bridge is not currently permitted to allow these materials to 
cross. Gasoline products, in particular, that originate at the Marathon refineries in Detroit and 
Romulus will be on our state streets far longer than necessary if we do not fulfill our obligation to 
route this material safely.  

MDOT’s 2012 study summarized that allowing gasoline and battery acids to cross at the 
Ambassador Bridge creates a net safety benefit to Southeastern Michigan because it will reduce 
the miles driven by hazmat trucks on Michigan roads.  New updates have further increased public 
safety benefits to the community due to complete fire suppression and water retention systems on 
the Ambassador Bridge and the completion of the Gateway Project that allows trucks direct access 
to enter and exit the bridge from the highway and keeps them off neighborhood roads.   
 
On January 13, 2021 Detroit BSEED, Detroit Police and Fire, Homeland Security and the Detroit 
Public Health Department issued a memorandum (https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-
Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf) stating: 
 

“The applicable departments have carefully reviewed all aspects pertaining to 
each department’s technical requirements of [the Ambassador Bridge’s] request 
to MDOT to allow for the transport of Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials. 
The departments have met on multiple occasions to discuss all open issues, and 
held meetings with [the Ambassador Bridge] to resolve those matters. After 
careful consideration, we do not object to this request to move forward for 
MDOT’s approval.” 

 

https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf


The facts of this case are indisputable. Allowing these trucks with escort vehicles to cross the 
Ambassador Bridge rather than drive hundreds of miles out of their way on heavily trafficked 
Southeast Michigan roads to cross at the Blue Water Bridge, enhances public safety.  With that in 
mind, I urge MDOT to simply follow the facts and approve the new routing designations.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Karen Whitsett 
Michigan State Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 8, 2023 

 
Mr. Brad Wieferich 
Director  
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Murray D. Van Wagoner Building 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Dear Director Wieferich, 

I write to strongly urge the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to approve the 
Detroit International Bridge Company (DIBC) application regarding certain hazardous material 
routing designations in Wayne County. MDOT’s own December 2012 study recommends 
allowing Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials to cross the Ambassador Bridge with pilot escort 
vehicles.  

Recently, the Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry announced that they would be closing their operation 
in September 2023. This means Class 3, or gasoline products, and Class 8, or battery acids, will 
have to be transported an additional 60 miles on heavily trafficked Michigan roads in order to cross 
into Canada since the Ambassador Bridge is not currently permitted to allow these materials to 
cross. Gasoline products, in particular, that originate at the Marathon refineries in Detroit and 
Romulus will be on our state streets far longer than necessary if we do not fulfill our obligation to 
route this material safely.  

MDOT’s 2012 study summarized that allowing gasoline and battery acids to cross at the 
Ambassador Bridge creates a net safety benefit to Southeastern Michigan because it will reduce 
the miles driven by hazmat trucks on Michigan roads.  New updates have further increased public 
safety benefits to the community due to complete fire suppression and water retention systems on 
the Ambassador Bridge and the completion of the Gateway Project that allows trucks direct access 
to enter and exit the bridge from the highway and keeps them off neighborhood roads.   
 
On January 13, 2021 Detroit BSEED, Detroit Police and Fire, Homeland Security and the Detroit 
Public Health Department issued a memorandum (https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-
Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf) stating: 
 

“The applicable departments have carefully reviewed all aspects pertaining to 
each department’s technical requirements of [the Ambassador Bridge’s] request 
to MDOT to allow for the transport of Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials. 
The departments have met on multiple occasions to discuss all open issues, and 
held meetings with [the Ambassador Bridge] to resolve those matters. After 
careful consideration, we do not object to this request to move forward for 
MDOT’s approval.” 

 

https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf


The facts of this case are indisputable. Allowing these trucks with escort vehicles to cross the 
Ambassador Bridge rather than drive hundreds of miles out of their way on heavily trafficked 
Southeast Michigan roads to cross at the Blue Water Bridge, enhances public safety.  With that in 
mind, I urge MDOT to simply follow the facts and approve the new routing designations.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Helena Scott 
Michigan State Representative 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



May 24, 2023 

 
Mr. Brad Wieferich 
Director  
Michigan Department of Transportation 
Murray D. Van Wagoner Building 
P.O. Box 30050 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Dear Director Wieferich, 

I write to strongly urge the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to approve the 
Detroit International Bridge Company (DIBC) application regarding certain hazardous material 
routing designations in Wayne County. MDOT’s own December 2012 study recommends 
allowing Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials to cross the Ambassador Bridge with pilot escort 
vehicles.  

Recently, the Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry announced that they would be closing their operation 
in September 2023. This means Class 3, or gasoline products, and Class 8, or battery acids, will 
have to be transported an additional 60 miles on heavily trafficked Michigan roads in order to cross 
into Canada since the Ambassador Bridge is not currently permitted to allow these materials to 
cross. Gasoline products, in particular, that originate at the Marathon refineries in Detroit and 
Romulus will be on our state streets far longer than necessary if we do not fulfill our obligation to 
route this material safely.  

MDOT’s 2012 study summarized that allowing gasoline and battery acids to cross at the 
Ambassador Bridge creates a net safety benefit to Southeastern Michigan because it will reduce 
the miles driven by hazmat trucks on Michigan roads.  New updates have further increased public 
safety benefits to the community due to complete fire suppression and water retention systems on 
the Ambassador Bridge and the completion of the Gateway Project that allows trucks direct access 
to enter and exit the bridge from the highway and keeps them off neighborhood roads.   
 
On January 13, 2021 Detroit BSEED, Detroit Police and Fire, Homeland Security and the Detroit 
Public Health Department issued a memorandum (https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-
Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf) stating: 
 

“The applicable departments have carefully reviewed all aspects pertaining to 
each department’s technical requirements of [the Ambassador Bridge’s] request 
to MDOT to allow for the transport of Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials. 
The departments have met on multiple occasions to discuss all open issues, and 
held meetings with [the Ambassador Bridge] to resolve those matters. After 
careful consideration, we do not object to this request to move forward for 
MDOT’s approval.” 

 

https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf


The facts of this case are indisputable. Allowing these trucks with escort vehicles to cross the 
Ambassador Bridge rather than drive hundreds of miles out of their way on heavily trafficked 
Southeast Michigan roads to cross at the Blue Water Bridge, enhances public safety.  With that in 
mind, I urge MDOT to simply follow the facts and approve the new routing designations.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Representative Tullio Liberati 
Michigan House of Representatives 
House District 2 
102nd Legislature 
 
 
 
 
 
 















May 18, 2023 

 

Mr. Brad Wieferich 

Director 

Michigan Department of Transportation 

Murray D. Van Wagoner Building 

P.O. Box 30050 

Lansing, MI 48909 

 

Dear Director Wieferich, 

Thank you for taking the time to consider this letter urging the Michigan Department of Transportation 

(MDOT) to approve the application submitted by the Detroit International Bridge Company (DIBC) to 

allow the transportation of hazardous materials along new routing designations in Wayne County. As 

MDOT itself has recommended granting permission to carry Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials 

across the Ambassador Bridge with pilot escort vehicles, I believe that DIBC’s proposal is reasonable. 

As services provided by Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry will be discontinued in September of this year and 

Class 3 and Class 8 materials cannot currently be transported across the Ambassador Bridge, gasoline 

products and battery acids will potentially have to be transported an additional 60 miles. This will cause 

gasoline products from refineries in Detroit and Romulus to be on state streets for far longer. 

Both a 2012 MDOT study and a 2021 memorandum issued by the Detroit Buildings, Safety Engineering, 

and Environmental Department (BSEED), Detroit Police and Fire, Homeland Security, and the Detroit 

Public Health Department indicate either no opposition to or support for allowing Class 3 and Class 8 

hazardous materials to cross the Ambassador Bridge. Additionally, since MDOT’s 2012 study, fire 

suppression and water retention systems have been added to the Ambassador Bridge and trucks have been 

provided direct access to enter and exit the bridge from the highway through the Gateway Project. 

MDOT would enhance public safety by allowing trucks with escort vehicles to cross the Ambassador 

Bridge rather than drive hundreds of miles out of their way on heavily trafficked Southeast Michigan 

roads to cross at the Blue Water Bridge.  With that in mind, I urge MDOT to approve DIBC’s application 

for new routing designations. 

Sincerely yours, 

 
Andrew Fink 

State Representative 

Michigan’s 35th District 



   
 

   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 20, 2023 

 

Mr. Brad Wieferich 

Director  

Michigan Department of Transportation 

Murray D. Van Wagoner Building 

P.O. Box 30050 

Lansing, MI 48909 

 

Dear Director Wieferich, 

I write to strongly urge the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) to approve the 

Detroit International Bridge Company (DIBC) application regarding certain hazardous material 

routing designations in Wayne County. MDOT’s own December 2012 study recommends 

allowing Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials to cross the Ambassador Bridge with pilot escort 

vehicles.  

Recently, the Detroit-Windsor Truck Ferry announced that they would be closing their operation 

in September 2023. This means Class 3, or gasoline products, and Class 8, or battery acids, will 

have to be transported an additional 60 miles on heavily trafficked Michigan roads in order to cross 

into Canada since the Ambassador Bridge is not currently permitted to allow these materials to 

cross. Gasoline products, in particular, that originate at the Marathon refineries in Detroit and 

Romulus will be on our state streets far longer than necessary if we do not fulfill our obligation to 

route this material safely.  

MDOT’s 2012 study summarized that allowing gasoline and battery acids to cross at the 

Ambassador Bridge creates a net safety benefit to Southeastern Michigan because it will reduce 

the miles driven by hazmat trucks on Michigan roads.  New updates have further increased public 

safety benefits to the community due to complete fire suppression and water retention systems on 

the Ambassador Bridge and the completion of the Gateway Project that allows trucks direct access 

to enter and exit the bridge from the highway and keeps them off neighborhood roads.   

 

On January 13, 2021 Detroit BSEED, Detroit Police and Fire, Homeland Security and the Detroit 

Public Health Department issued a memorandum (https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-

content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-

Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf) stating: 

 

https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf
https://www.ambassadorbridge.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/CCM-Benson-Response_Ambassador-Bridge-Hazardous-Materials-Memo-January-14-2021-Final-1.pdf


   
 

   
 

“The applicable departments have carefully reviewed all aspects pertaining to 

each department’s technical requirements of [the Ambassador Bridge’s] request 

to MDOT to allow for the transport of Class 3 and Class 8 hazardous materials. 

The departments have met on multiple occasions to discuss all open issues, and 

held meetings with [the Ambassador Bridge] to resolve those matters. After 

careful consideration, we do not object to this request to move forward for 

MDOT’s approval.” 

 

The facts of this case are indisputable. Allowing these trucks with escort vehicles to cross the 

Ambassador Bridge rather than drive hundreds of miles out of their way on heavily trafficked 

Southeast Michigan roads to cross at the Blue Water Bridge, enhances public safety.  With that in 

mind, I urge MDOT to simply follow the facts and approve the new routing designations.  

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Kevin Hertel 

State Senator 

District 12 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 
















